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Sign up for our 
email newsletter!

MISSION 

The Sioux City Art Center’s mission is to enrich our region’s quality of life by 
bringing the excitement of the visual arts to our community through education, 
exhibitions and permanent collection.

VALUES 

The Art Center provides a welcoming environment that encourages lifelong 
education, celebrates thoughtful experimentation, and offers accessible 
opportunities for making personal discoveries that are fun and fulfilling.

The Art Center meets the cultural needs of our community by recognizing 
strength in creative diversity. Arts play a vital role in the development of 
the creative and critical potential for everyone. The Art Center promotes 
opportunities for connection and learning through the arts that emerge when 
diverse communities come together to construct a shared cultural heritage.

The Art Center grows stronger by building partnerships within the community 
through collaborative efforts with key local education, social service, and 
cultural organizations. By bringing the arts to the community and working in 
united efforts with local partners, the Art Center will cultivate the growth of 
creativity within the community.
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This exhibition will feature portraits by some 
of the upper Midwest's most innovative artists. 
Julie Blackmon, Rachel Cox, Heidi Draley 
McFall, Pao Houa Her, and Areca Roe are all 
photographers or use photo-based media in 
their work. They each have a distinct creative 
voice, but this exhibition will be the first time 
they have shown together and will highlight 
some of the formal and conceptual overlaps in 
their work. Portraiture has been a cornerstone 
of photography since the camera was invented. 
Photographers used this format to capture the 
likeness of themselves as well as their subjects 
in order explore narratives of personality, 
status, racial identity, gender formation, and 
family relations. The artists in Close to Me 
continue the rich tradition of portraiture while 
pushing what the format can be. They do so by 
offering a fresh and compelling look at how we 
see and understand ourselves. This exhibition 
and related programming is presented in 
conjunction with the “Celebration of Women in 
the Arts” festival.

This exhibition and its related programs have been sponsored in part by 
the State of Iowa through the Iowa Economic Development Authority.

CLOSE TO ME: 
PORTRAITS BY JULIE BLACKMON, 

RACHEL COX, HEIDI DRALEY McFALL, 
PAO HOUA HER, ARECA ROE

Areca Roe, Emotional Plastics, 2021, archival pigment print, 32 x 24 inches

JAN. 23-MAY 18, 2025
Reception: Thursday, Jan. 23, 5-7:00 p.m.



YOUTH ART MONTH EXHIBITION: 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

In celebration of Youth Art Month, the Sioux City Art Center will feature its 36th annual Youth Art Month Exhibition, 
featuring work by high school students. Youth Art Month began in 1961 as Children’s Art Month to emphasize art 
education’s value in children’s healthy development and learning. Over 60 years later, it has become an annual 
nationwide observance recognizing the importance of quality primary and secondary school art education 
programs. Events like our annual student art exhibition recognize student success in art and help further 
encourage public support of art for all. The annual Youth Art Month Exhibition is one of the many ways the 
Sioux City Art Center encourages youth to explore and embrace creativity and ideas through artmaking. 

FEB. 22-APRIL 19, 2025
Reception: Sunday, Feb. 23, 1:30-3 p.m.

The 2025 Youth Art Month Exhibition is generously supported in part by Cynthia Donovan, Tom & Sarah Kleber, Dennis Kluver, Jada Kurth, Randy Limoges, 
Rebecca Meyer, and Rebecca Whitlock.

SIOUX CITY ART CENTER BIENNIAL: 
CLIMATE / CHANGE

The Sioux City Art Center Biennial: 
Climate / Change is a celebration of art, 
in all media, that captures the spirit and 
creative voices of artists living in Iowa 
and a 300-mile radius of Sioux City. This 
biennial showcases a powerful mix of 
emerging and established artists whose 
work engages with the unique cultural, 
social, and environmental narratives of our 
time. Beth Gollnick, associate curator at 
the Des Moines Art Center was invited to 
jury the exhibition. When reflecting on the 
process, she said, “It was a great privilege 
to review the work of the nearly two 
hundred talented artists who submitted 
entries for the Sioux City Art Center 
Biennial. Each of the artists in the show 
was selected for their distinctive 
engagement with the question of how a changing climate impacts our world, country, and region. I was 
struck by the diversity of perspectives through which applicants considered the prompt, from moving 
depictions of the natural landscape, to compelling visual interpretations of scientific data, to abstract art 
that reflects the colors and forms of our environment. Together, their work captures the essence of this 
complex historical moment.”

AUG. 1, 2024 – JAN. 5, 2025

Josh Winkler, Burned Trailhead, 2023, color woodcut, 30 x 38 inches (framed)



SIOUX CITY ART CENTER COLLECTS:
2020-2024

The Sioux City Art Center has 
more than 1200 objects and 
we continue to add artworks, 
in all media, to the permanent 
collection. They are added by 
a few different means; we have 
accepted gifts from generous 
collectors, families, and 
foundations, and we have made 
purchases directly from artists 
whose exhibitions we’ve had on 
view. This exhibition is a selection 
of artworks that have been 
collected between 2020-2024. 
They include artists from Sioux 
City and the Midwest region, as 
well as nationally recognized 
artists. As we continue fortifying 
the collection, it is our intention 
that the collection reflects the 
diverse creative communities 
and artists who call this region 
home. It is our hope that the 
permanent collection will show 
the Art Center’s commitment 
to creativity, diversity, and 
innovation, and an invitation to 
our visitors to engage with art in 
new and meaningful ways.

Ron Johns, Shelby Pierce, 2022, archival pigment print, 24 x 16 inches
Donation from the artist

OCT. 3, 2024-FEB. 9, 2025



We Support Our Community

Business Partners



Join us as we come
together to raise vital

funds that will support
inspiring exhibitions and

transformative
educational programs. 

For ticket and 
sponsorship 

information, visit:

March 21, 2025

6-10 p.m.

On Saturday, March 22, 2025,

join us for a Pirates’ Picnic from

11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.! 

Young adventurers can create a

Neverland-themed craft, enjoy a

delicious lunch, and meet beloved

characters like Peter Pan, Tinker

Bell, and Captain Hook.

Family-Friendly Pirates’ Picnic

 siouxcityartcenter.org/neverland

SAVE the DATE



GILCHRIST LEARNING CENTER





YOUTH 
ART MONTH
EXHIBITION

H I G H  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S

36th annual






