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Sioux City Art Center Staff

Todd Behrens, Art Center Director

Kim Albracht, Education Coordinator
Summer Amman, Development Coordinator
Christopher Atkins, Curator

Lynn Foster, Visitor Services

Daniel Jessip, Custodian

Lyle Listamann, Publications Coordinator
Michele Melo, Special Projects Coordinator
Diana Padilla, Visitor Services

Marithza Reyes, Education Assistant

Susie Rodriguez, Membership Secretary
Shannon Sargent, Exhibitions/Collections Coordinator
Bonnie Schmitz, Visitor Services

Kjersten Welch, Administrative Secretary

MISSION

The Sioux City Art Center’s mission is to enrich our region’s quality of life by
bringing the excitement of the visual arts to our community through education,
exhibitions and permanent collection.

VALUES

The Art Center provides a welcoming environment that encourages lifelong
education, celebrates thoughtful experimentation, and offers accessible
opportunities for making personal discoveries that are fun and fulfilling.

The Art Center meets the cultural needs of our community by recognizing
strength in creative diversity. Arts play a vital role in the development of

the creative and critical potential for everyone. The Art Center promotes
opportunities for connection and learning through the arts that emerge when
diverse communities come together to construct a shared cultural heritage.

The Art Center grows stronger by building partnerships within the community
through collaborative efforts with key local education, social service, and
cultural organizations. By bringing the arts to the community and working in
united efforts with local partners, the Art Center will cultivate the growth of
creativity within the community.

cover image: Francine Fox, Shapeshifter 1, 2025, Watercolor and gouache on paper, 8 x 5"

back cover: Xavier Tavera, Near Marfa, Texas, 2017, Archival pigment print, 44 x 58.5"



XAVIER TAVERA: BORDERLANDS

Xavier Tavera’s Borderlands is an
exploration of the U.S.-Mexico
border, where geography,
politics, and identity converge in
a landscape that is both divided
and deeply connected. Begun in
2016, this series of photographs
documents the people and places
that define life along the border.
Rather than portraying the border
as a fixed line, Tavera invites
viewers to see it as a layered and
evolving space shaped by shared
history and overlapping cultures.

His photographs include
expansive desert views,
community celebrations, border
infrastructure, and expressive
portraits of individuals whose lives
are marked by this place. Some
images reveal the starkness of
razor wire and surveillance towers,
others capture families embracing.
Tavera refers to the border

wall as a “man-made scar,” but
Borderlands is more. The images
show a region full of resilience,
faith, and human connection.

Born in Mexico City and now based
in Minneapolis, Tavera is known for
centering Latino stories through
intimate, dignified photography. In
Borderlands, Tavera offers a new
way to see the border: not just as a
boundary, but as a place filled with
contradictions and humanity.

Xavier Tavera, Jacumba, California, 2018, Archival pigment print, 32 x 24"
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Recommended Reading
Xavier Tavera. Borderlands

Scan the code to access
recommended reading.




LOCAL PERSPECTIVES 2025

Local Perspectives celebrates the vibrant creativity found within
a 75-mile radius of Sioux City, lowa—an area that includes
northwest lowa, northeast Nebraska, and southeast South
Dakota. All the artwork submitted was created by artists living and
working in this tri-state region, reflecting the diverse practices,
viewpoints, and experiences that shape our local arts community.

At a time when the art world often gravitates toward national
trends or art centers, Local Perspectives turns our attention
back home. These artists are our neighbors, teachers, and
friends —all of whom contribute to the creative economy of
our region in ways both seen and unseen. The artworks on
view include paintings, drawings, sculptures, photographs,
and textiles, but they are united by a shared sense of place and
purpose. Selected from over 250 submissions by 100 artists,
Local Perspectives affirms the importance of supporting local
artists and recognizing the impact they have on the cultural
vitality of our community. It’s a big reason why people want
to live here.

Madison Ervin - Vermillion, SD, Flamingo Floaty, 2024, Colored pencil on paper, 12 x 12”

YOUTH ART MONTH EXHIBITION:
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

In celebration of Youth Art Month, the Sioux City Art Center presents its 37th annual Youth Art Month Exhibition,
featuring work by middle school students. Youth Art Month began in 1961 as Children’s Art Month to emphasize
art education’s value in children’s healthy development and learning. Over 60 years later, it has become a
nationwide observance recognizing the importance of quality primary and secondary school art education
programs. The annual Youth Art Month Exhibition is one of the many ways the Sioux City Art Center encourages
youth to explore and embrace creativity and ideas through artmaking. By presenting student work in a museum
setting, we invite families, educators, and neighbors to support creative opportunities for all children and to
champion strong arts programs in our schools.

The juror for this year’s exhibition is David Platter, Professor of Art & Design at Dordt University.

The Youth Art Month Exhibition is generously supported by contributions from Charese Yanney, Phyllis Connor,
Dean and Zach Gansebom, Julian and Lisa Leopold, Doug and Cathy Palmer, Ryan and Sheri Ross, Regina Roth, and Toi Sullivan.
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JOIN US IN LAUNCHING OUR INAUGURAL = =8

NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION ON

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31,2025
e

RING IN 2026 WITH FRIENDS, - -

A DJ, AND A NIGHT TO
REMEMBER! FOR TICKETS:

S amm—




HOMEGROWN

00 YEARS OF THE
CORN ROOM

SAVE THE DATE!
FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026

Join us for an inspiring evening
celebrating art, community, and the
future of creativity in Siouxland.

Proceeds from this event support the Art ¢ ‘r':ﬁ
Center's new Exhibition Endowment, "
ensuring world-class art experiences for 4
generations to come. The proceeds will be
matched by the Gilchrist Foundation,
with that total matched by a generous
benefactor, QUADRUPLING your

impact!

@swuxcnv s
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GILCHRIST LEARNING CENTER

SATURDAY FAMILY ART LESSONS

10:30 a.m.-noon | $7.00/project

Bring your friends for Saturday morning art making! Activities
are designed for ages 7-12, but everyone is welcome. For
children younger than 7, an adult must accompany the child
and assist with the art activity. No pre-registration, but space
is limited so we encourage arriving on time. Bring your
friends! Dress to be messy!

Dec 06 FREE Holiday Workshop - Registration Required
Dec 13 Mixed Media Winter Beanie

Dec 20 Tin Lid Ornament

Dec 27 Kandinsky New Year’s Ball

Jan 03 Clay Snowman

Jan 10 Printmaking Snowflake

Jan17 Pop Up Paper Sculpture

Jan24  Abominable Snowman Painting

Jan31 Mosaic Tin Can

Feb 07 Foil Embossed Hearts

Feb14  Acrylic Paint Scraping - Valentine’s Day Cards
Feb 21 Clay Animal Portraits

Feb 28 Painting on Vinyl Records

March 07 Geometric Popsicle Stick Hanging

March 14 Oil Pastel Mountain Landscape

March 21 Tiger Painting & Collage

March 28 Spring Flower Painting

FIRST FRIDAY DROP-IN
OPEN ART STUDIO

Create fun memories on thefirst Friday of each month during
our open studio. We provide a creative environment and a
variety of supplies such as paint sticks, papers, markers,
beads, and much more. There are no instructions given
during open studio; however, our staff is always available to
answer questions and demonstrate use of supplies. Explore
new ideas in this engaging and friendly space. Then, take
home your creation and leave the mess to us. Children must
be accompanied by an adult 18 years or older. Please dress
to be messy!

Dec.5 | Jan. 2| Feb. 6| March 6| Apr. 3| May 1
Member: $5 for each child/adult pair (add’l children $3)
Non-member: $7 for each child/adult pair (add'l children $5)

WINTER

CLASSES

FREE

Holiday Workshop

Registration
Required

YOUTH CLASSES
ART EXPRESSIONS (Ages 6-12)
This weekly class offers a variety of art activities that will inspire
creativity. Instructors will encourage both experimenting with
new materials and giving students opportunities to work with
their favorite art mediums. Each session will feature different
art lessons. Register for more than one session and receive a
tuition discount!
Thursdays, 4:15 - 5:30 p.m.

January Session (4 weeks): Jan. 8 | Jan. 15| Jan. 22 | Jan. 29
February Session (4 weeks): Feb. 5 | Feb. 12 | Feb. 19 | Feb. 26
March Session (4 weeks): March 5 | March 12 | March 19 | March 26
Tuition: $60 (per 4 week session),
members receive a 20% discount

HS/ADULT CLASSES AND
WORKSHOPS

INTRODUCTION TO PYSANKY

(UKRAINIAN EASTER EGGS) with Barb Wurtz
Learn the beautiful tradition of pysanky, an ancient Eastern
European art from using beeswax and dyes to decorate eggs.
Barb will share the history of pysanky, introduce tools and
how to use them, and guide you in making two hand-crafted
decorative eggs. Try a traditional pattern or experiment with
your own design, this workshop is open to all artistic levels. One
basic pysanky kit with supplies (kistka, wax, and 6 dyes), that
students will take home, is included in the cost of tuition.

Saturdays, 1 -4 p.m.
(2 classes) Jan. 31| Feb. 7
Tuition: $75, members receive a 20% discount

GUIDED PAINTING IN THE STUDIO with Lex Wurth
Grab a friend and join us for a fun afternoon of guided painting
in the studio. No painting experience required, and all artistic
levels welcome. Each month a different theme; register for one,
two, or all three classes!

Saturdays, 12:30 - 2 p.m.
(single class dates) Jan. 24 | Feb. 21 | March 21
Tuition: $15/class, members receive a 20% discount



STAINED GLASS with Pete Licht or Donna Behrens
Enjoy learning the fundamentals as well as intricacies of this
beautiful craft. Learn techniques for making a copper foil
or leaded stained-glass panel. You will learn about design,
glass cutting, and framing. The class covers everything for
the beginner; however, more experienced students are
welcome too. Tuition includes the use of equipment, tools,
a select amount of glass, and access to open studio hours
for the duration of the course. Students may bring glass they
have purchased. A small selection of glass is available for
purchase at the Art Center for students needing additional
colors or styles.

Tuesdays, 6 - 8 p.m.
(6 classes Pete Licht)
Jan.6]|Jan. 13| Jan. 20| Jan. 27 | Feb. 3| Feb. 10
(6 classes Donna Behrens)
Feb. 17 | Feb. 24 | March 3 | March 10 | March 17 | March 24
Tuition: $160 (per 6-week class),
members receive a 20% discount

PRINTMAKING with Pete Licht
Students will create printing plates and prints using the relief
technique of linoleum printing. Various inking techniques
will be demonstrated and each student, depending on
their level, will be guided in exploration of the intricacies of
printmaking. Tuition includes all required materials and the
use of equipment, tools, and access to open studio hours for
the duration of the course. Students are welcome to bring
their own materials as well.
Thursdays, 5:30 - 8 p.m.
(4 classes) March 5 | March 12 | March 19 | March 26
Tuition: $130, members receive a 20% discount

PAINTING WITH ALCOHOL INK:
LANDSCAPES & SEASCAPES with Paula Crandell
Create stunning vivid images in this workshop that uses the
fun and mesmerizing alcohol ink process. You’ll get step-by-
step instructions to create land and sea themed artwork.
Teens are welcome to register with an adult. Students may
bring their own supplies; however, required materials are

included in the cost of tuition.
Wednesdays, 5:30 - 8 p.m.
(2 classes) March 4 | March 11
Tuition: $65, members receive a 20% discount

SCRATCHBOARD with Susan McCulley
Discover the unique high-contrast visual effects that can be
achievedthrough this subtractive art form. Studentswill learn
about the properties of scratchboard, scratchboard tools and
scratching techniques, steps for transferring images to the
board, correcting mistakes, and many helpful tips and tricks.
The workshop covers everything for the beginner; however,
students with scratchboard experience are welcome too.
Students may bring their own supplies; however, required
materials are included in the cost of tuition.

(1 class) Saturday, March 14,1 -4 p.m.

Tuition: $50, members receive a 20% discount

ZEN BOTANICAL WATERCOLOR with Paula Crandell
Relax with a meditative approach to painting and drawing
as you create soothing nature designs using watercolor and
ink. Allow yourself the freedom to watch the colors move and
blend with the flow of water, then learn to develop nature
inspired designs with the addition of pen. This workshop is
for all artistic levels. Students may bring their own supplies;
however, required materials are included in the cost of tuition.

Saturdays, 1 -4 p.m.
(2 classes) Feb. 21 | Feb. 28
Tuition: $75, members receive a 20% discount

BEGINNING WHEEL THROWING with Diane Neri
Give the potter’s wheel a try! Learn and practice techniques
for throwing and trimming basic forms, such as bowls,
cups, and vases. Experiment with a variety of glazes and
techniques to finish your pottery. Tuition includes the use of
equipment, tools, 25 |bs. of clay, glazes, firings, and access to
open studio hours for the duration of the course.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
(8 classes) Jan. 14| Jan. 20| Jan. 21| Jan. 27 | Jan. 28 |
Feb. 3| Feb. 4 |Feb. 10
Tuition: Member $215, members receive a 20% discount

For a complete list of
classes and workshops,
visit siouxcityartcenter.org
and click the "CREATE" tab.




We Support Our Community

SIOUX CITY

Business Partners
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For information about becoming a
Business Partner, please contact

Summer Amman,
(712) 279-6272 ext. 3207
or samman@sioux-city.org

NEW & RENEWED

RENAISSANCE SOCIETY
Jeff Baldus

Todd & Donna Behrens
John & Connie Persinger

LEADER

Mike & Margie Bennett

Jack & Janice Bristow

Brittany Hedstrom & Luke Dawson
Julian & Lisa Leopold

CHARTER
Tim & Leslie Bebee
Gregory & Rande Giles

DONOR

Dr. Raul Banagale

Brad & Linda Bornholtz
William D. Conner & Resea J. Arps
Anne Cowley

Tom & Carol Geu

Charlotte Kock

Alan & Terri McGaffin

Michael & Ann Marie McTaggart
Randall & Jan Miller

Carlos & Lillyan Rodriguez
Michael & Mary Walsh

HOUSEHOLD

Laura & Jeff Allen

Sandi Baron

Dr. Randall Bergen

Dr. Thomas Carroll

Christy Cook

JoAnn & George Dandurand
Emilee Gehling

GOLD

CMBA Architects

Great West Casualty Foundation
Gunderson's Jewelers

SILVER

Coughlin Landscaping
McClintock Insurance Inc.
PLaN architecture

Reich Painting & Decorating Co. Inc.

BRONZE
empirical foods
Speedy Lube

MEMBERSHIPS

Kristin & Nicholas Hagmann
Katelyn & Travis Helgeland

Todd & Karrie Hruska

Larry & Margee Joines

Richard Levich & Candace Chase
Stee L. & Barb Maxwell

David & Jennifer Platter

Miranda Smalley & Eric Reynolds
Anna & Pete Speiser

Richard & Bonnie Storm

Bill & Judy Welu

Katelyn Wilson & Brad Hanson

INDIVIDUAL
Rhonda Briggs
Mary Colt
Phyllis Conner
Taylor Den Beste
James Goff
Harry Gray
Steffani Hieb
Karol Holton
Chuck Jenkins
Jane Krogh
Mary Jo Kvidera
Connie Miller
Russell Movall
Mary Ness
Barbra Nixon
Terri Porter
Evamaria Secoske
Mary Jo Smith
Debora Ulven
James Villim
Lisa Wenger
Heidi Widner

ART CENTER%f

KIDS  CLUB

The Sioux City Art Center Kids’ Club is a
fantastic creative hub for young artists!
We’re going to have a blast with cool
instructors, exploring different artistic styles,
creating art projects, and even checking

out some awesome art exhibitions. Plus,
we’ll learn about the building blocks of art
that make everything pop! So, if you’re into
creativity and fun, mark your calendar with
this season’s Kids’ Club dates. Let’s make art
and memories together!

UPCOMING SESSION DATES:

Nov. 19, 2025
Jan. 21,2026
March 18, 2026
May 20, 2026

Kids' Club is available to dependents
(grades 1-5) of Household (and above)
Art Center members.

If you are not a current member

of the Art Center, join here:
siouxcityartcenter.org/membership/

Eli%E  LEARN MORE
‘ ABOUT

KIDS' CLUB




DECEMBER

FREE GIFT-MAKING
WORKSHOP

Gilchrist Learning Center
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
(pre-registration required)

6

SATURDAY FAMILY
ART LESSONS

Gilchrist Learning Center
10:30 a.m.-noon

13,20, 27

ART CENTER
CLOSED

CHRISTMAS DAY

25

NEW YEAR'S EVE BASH

31

FEBRUARY

SATURDAY FAMILY
ART LESSONS

Gilchrist Learning Center
10:30 a.m.-noon

7,14,21, 28

EXHIBITION
CLOSES

Local Perspectives

8

ART CENTER
CLOSED

PRESIDENTS' DAY

16

EXHIBITION
OPENS

Youth Art Month

19

EXHIBITION
RECEPTION

Youth Art Month Exhibition
1:30-3 p.m.

py!

MARCH

SATURDAY FAMILY
ART LESSONS

Gilchrist Learning Center
10:30 a.m.-noon

7,14,21,28

KIDS' CLUB

Open to Art Center
Association Members Only
(pre-registration required)
4-5:30 p.m.

18

\ SAVE THE DATE

SAVE THE DATE!
FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026

EXHIBITION
CLOSES

Xavier Tavera: Borderlands

29
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newsletter!

Signup
for our
email
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225 NEBRASKA STREET SIOUX CITY, [IOWA 51101-1712

HOURS

Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Wednesday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m.-4 p.m.

4 American
//I,J! Alliance of
Museums

enoowment - ARTS

_— g

1 WA

Support is provided by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the lowa
Arts Council, which exists within

the lowa Economic Development
Authority; the Art Center Association of
Sioux City; and the City of Sioux City.
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